Nationwide maternal mortality in Surinam.
To assess the magnitude, causes and associated factors of maternal mortality in Surinam. Nationwide confidential enquiry. Maternal deaths were identified using various methods and sources for the period 1991-1993. All cases were examined by a maternal mortality expert committee for substandard care analysis. The national maternal mortality ratio was 226 per 100,000 live births, which is six times higher than the official maternal mortality ratio of 38 for the preceding three year period. The main causes of death were haemorrhage (30%) and pre-eclampsia (20%). In 95% of analysed cases, substandard care factors which had contributed to the deaths were present at one or more levels of maternity care. Maternal mortality was found to be several times higher than had been officially reported for Surinam during the previous three decades. Improvement of maternity care services in Surinam is needed, and has to be addressed at all levels, from the community, health centre and hospital to the highest level of organisation.